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Brexit is finally coming into force next 1 January 2021 which changes the status UK nationals 
had in Spain up to this moment. Spain and the United Kingdom have signed a Withdrawal 
Agreement to protect United Kingdom nationals residing in Spain at the end of the transition 
period, as well as their third-country relatives, being members of the family before the end of 
the transition period (except for future children). 
 
Unless covered by the subjective scope of the Withdrawal Agreement, United Kingdom 
nationals entering Spain after 1 January 2021 shall be considered as third-country nationals. 
Therefore, the general immigration regime will apply to them, unless a future mobility scheme 
is negotiated within the framework of the future relationship being negotiated between the 
UK and the EU. 
 
Find following the most important information you need to consider if you are a UK national 
moving to or living in Spain: 

 
RESIDENCY 
 

✓ If you are legally resident in Spain before the transition period ends on 31 December 
2020, you will be able to stay in the country.  
 

✓ You must register as a Spanish resident if you want to stay in Spain for more than 3 
months. 
 

✓ Children must also be registered with their own residency document. 
 

✓ If you are living in Spain before 1 January 2021 and registered as a resident after 6 July 
2020, you will be issued with a biometric residence card called Tarjeta de Identidad de 
Extranjero (TIE). This card will prove your rights under the Withdrawal Agreement. 
 

✓ If you registered as a resident before 6 July 2020, you would have a green A4 
certificate or credit card-sized piece of paper from Extranjeria (Foreign Affairs Office) 
or the police. This is still a valid document and will prove your rights under the 
Withdrawal Agreement, including after the transition period ends. 

 
You can exchange your paper residence document for the new TIE but you are not obliged to. 
 
The green paper residence certificate and the new biometric TIE card will continue to be 
equally valid in proving your residence status and rights in Spain. However, the Spanish 
government advises that the biometric card is more durable and may simplify some 
administrative processes. 
 
Read the Spanish government’s guidance on how to apply for the new TIE. 
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If you move to Spain after 31 December 2020, different immigration requirements will apply. 
We will update this page when further information is available. 
 
For more information: 
 

✓ see the Spanish government’s information on residency for UK nationals in Spain 
✓ read the Spanish government’s guidance for UK nationals in Spain 
✓ sign up for email updates to this guidance on living in Spain 

 
 

HEALTHCARE 
If you are living in Spain or move there permanently before 31 December 2020, you’ll have life-
long healthcare rights in Spain as you do now, provided you remain resident. 
 
Read our guidance on who can access healthcare in Spain and how to register. 
 
STATE HEALTHCARE: S1 
If you’re living in Spain before the end of 2020, your rights to access rights to access healthcare 
will stay the same from 1 January 2021 if you’re either: 
 

• receiving a UK State Pension 

• receiving another ‘exportable benefit’ 

• a frontier worker (someone who works in one state and lives in another) 

This means that you’ll get: 

• continued access to healthcare in Spain using your UK-issued S1 form 

• a UK-issued EHIC for travel 

• planned treatments in other EU countries via the S2 route 
• access to the NHS in England, Scotland and Wales when you’re visiting the UK 

 
Read our guidance on how to get an S1 form 
 
EUROPEAN HEALTH INSURANCE CARD (EHIC) 
If you are entitled to an S1, you are also entitled to apply for a UK-issued EHIC. 
 
If you are not an S1 holder, but are registered for public healthcare in Spain in another way 
and are travelling outside of Spain, you must apply for a Tarjeta Sanitaria Europea (TSE-a 
Spanish-issued EHIC) online (in Spanish), or go to your nearest social security office (Insitituto 
Nacional de la Seguridad Social). 
 
You must also buy comprehensive travel insurance to cover anything not covered by your TSE, 
EHIC or for travel to countries outside the EU. 
 
If you are resident in Spain, you must not use your EHIC from the UK to access healthcare in 
Spain, unless you are a student or posted worker. 
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When you travel from Spain for a temporary stay in another European Economic Area (EEA) 
country or Switzerland, you can use your UK or Spanish-issued EHIC to access state-provided 
healthcare in the country. During that short stay: 
 
the EHIC covers treatment that is medically necessary until your planned return home 
an EHIC is not a replacement for comprehensive travel insurance 
for more information, read our travel advice pages and advice on foreign travel insurance 
There will be no changes to your healthcare access before 31 December 2020. You can also 
continue to use your EHIC, as you did before, during this time. 
 

PASSPORTS AND TRAVEL 
The rules on travel will stay the same until the transition period ends on 31 December 2020. 
During this time you can continue to travel to countries in the Schengen area or elsewhere in 
the EU with your UK passport. 
 
Check your passport is valid for travel before you book your trip. Your passport should be valid 
for the proposed duration of your stay. You can apply for or renew your British passport from 
Spain. 
 
Passports from 1 January 2021 
Check your passport is valid for travel before you book your trip. 
 
From 1 January 2021, you must have at least 6 months left on an adult or child passport to 
travel to most countries in Europe (not including Ireland). This requirement does not apply if 
you are entering or transiting to Spain, and you are in scope of the Withdrawal Agreement. 
 
If you renewed your current passport before the previous one expired, extra months may have 
been added to its expiry date. Any extra months on your passport over 10 years may not count 
towards the 6 months needed. 
 
You will need to renew your passport before travelling if you do not have enough time left on 
your passport. 
 
As a non-EEA national, different border checks will apply when travelling to other EU or 
Schengen area countries. You may need to show a return or onward ticket and that you have 
enough money for your stay. You may also have to use separate lanes from EU, EEA and Swiss 
citizens when queueing. Your passport may be stamped for visits to these countries. 
 
Entry requirements 
From 1 January 2021, you will be able to travel to other Schengen area countries for up to 90 
days in any 180-day period without a visa for purposes such as tourism. This is a rolling 180-
day period. 
 
To stay for longer, to work or study, or for business travel, you will need to meet the entry 
requirements set out by the country to which you are travelling. This could mean applying for a 
visa or work permit. You may also need to get a visa if your visit would take you over the 90 
days in 180 days limit. 
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Periods of stay authorised under a visa or permit will not count against the 90-day limit. Travel 
to the UK and Ireland will not change. 
 
Different rules will apply to EU countries that are not part of the Schengen Area. Check each 
country’s travel advice page for information on entry requirements. 
 
Children travelling from Spain 
On 1 September 2019, the Spanish authorities implemented a new regulation. Children (under 
18 years old) resident in Spain, who travel out of Spain without a person who has parental 
responsibility, may need a certified authorisation by that person. This is required in addition to 
a valid travel document. 
 
The Spanish authorities have confirmed that the regulation does not apply to foreign children 
resident in Spain who are subject to the law of their country of nationality, or to non-resident 
foreign children visiting Spain. 
 
We have notified the Spanish immigration authorities that there is no similar standard 
regulation in the UK, so British consulates do not provide travel authorisation documents. 
British children do not need written permission to travel unless they are subject to a court 
order which states that written permission is required from those holding parental 
responsibility. If the child is subject to such a court order, or to ensure that an unaccompanied 
child will be able to leave Spain without delay, you must obtain a certified authorisation from a 
public notary in Spain. 
 
If you have parental responsibility for Spanish children in Spain, you can obtain a certified 
authorisation at a notary, national police station (in Spanish), or at the Guardia Civil (in 
Spanish). 
 

WORKING IN SPAIN 
If you are resident in Spain on or before 31 December 2020, your right to work will stay the 
same, as long as you remain resident in Spain. 
 
To apply for a job, you may need to provide a: 
 

✓ UK criminal records certificate 
✓ Spanish criminal records certificate (in Spanish) (Certificado de Antecedentes Penales) 
✓ Certificate from the Spanish sex offenders registry (in Spanish) (Certificado de Delitos 

de Naturaleza Sexual) to work with children 
✓ Record of your employment history in Spain from Seguridad Social (a Vida Laboral 

certificate) 
 

DRIVING IN SPAIN 
Driving licence rules will stay the same until 31 December 2020. 
 
If you are resident in Spain, exchange your UK licence for a Spanish one. If you do this before 
31 December 2020 you will not need to take a driving test. 
 
You will need a valid residence document to exchange your licence. 
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To start the exchange process, book an appointment with the Spanish Traffic Authority (DGT) 
online or by calling 060 (Spanish language only). You can request an appointment to exchange 
your driving licence in a different province to the one you live in. 
 
Make sure you request the correct appointment option: 
 

✓ if your licence has expired or is due to expire in the next few months, you should 
choose ‘renovación’  

✓ if you have lost your licence or it has been stolen you should choose ‘sustitución’ 
✓ for all other instances choose ‘canje’ 

 
You should get a photocopy of your UK licence certified by a notary prior to initiating this 
process in case there are any delays. You will have to hand over your UK licence to the Spanish 
Traffic Authority when applying to exchange it for a Spanish one. 
 
You will be issued a temporary driving permit (“Autorización temporal para conducir”) to use 
until your Spanish licence is processed. This document is only recognised by traffic authorities 
in Spain and is not a valid document in any other country. 
 
You can instruct a registered ‘gestor’ to carry out this exchange process on your behalf if you 
wish. 
 

• Be aware that these rules may change from 1 January 2021.  

• Due to the various phases associated with the Plan for the Transition to a New 
Normality after the COVID crisis19, the number of available appointments is gradually 
expanding, however, the current situation is that there are no appointments available 
online and it could imply 1 month of delay to get the documents. 

 
 

 

Contact us at any of our offices for a free consultation: 

MADRID  BARCELONA  MÁLAGA  MARBELLA 
91 426 07 23   93 595 50 50  952 06 04 69  952 76 40 65 
madrid@uhy-fay.com barcelona@uhy-fay.com malaga@uhy-fay.com mailbox@uhy-fay.com  
 
 
This publication has been edited for informational purposes only, we recommend that you do not make 
any kind of decision based on the information contained in this publication. Its content cannot at any 
time replace the private advice of a professional specialized in the matter. 
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